
The Power of Commitment

GHD recognises and understands the world is constantly changing. We
are committed to solving the world’s biggest challenges in the areas of
water, energy and urbanisation.

We are a global professional services company that leads through engineering, 
construction and architectural expertise. Our forward-looking, innovative 
approaches connect and sustain communities around the world. Delivering
extraordinary social and economic outcomes, we are focused on building lasting
relationships with our partners and clients.

Established in 1928, we remain wholly owned by our people. We are 10,000+ 
diverse and skilled individuals connected by over 200 offices, across five continents
–Asia, Australia,  Europe, North and South America, and the Pacific region.

Find out more about us at ghd.com
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Planning Approval 
in South Australia 
a Case Study

Development Approval Overview



▪ Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988

▪ Environment Protection Act 1993

▪ Environment Protection (Air Quality) Policy 2016

▪ Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy 2015

▪ Environment Protection (Noise) Policy 2007

▪ Heritage Places Act 1993

▪ Landscape South Australia Act 2019

▪ National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972

▪ Native Vegetation Act 1991

▪ Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 2000

▪ Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016

▪ Environment Protection and Biodiversity and Conservation 
Act (EPBC) 1999 (Commonwealth)

▪ Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth)

▪ Crown Lands Management Act (Commonwealth)

SA and Commonwealth 
Legislation Overview

GHD



State Commission 

Assessment Panel

– State Planning Commission 

Member

– State Commission Assessment 

Panel Member

Planning Roles in South Australia
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Attorney General Department

– Executive Director, Planning and 

Land Use Services

– Unit Manager Development 

Assessment

– Team Leader Metropolitan and 

Outer Metropolitan Development

– Senior Planner

– Planner

– Development Officer

Council

– General Manager Development

– Manager Development Services 

(Planning Manager)

– Team Leader
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– Senior Development Officer
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Planning Consultant 

Multidiscipline

– Business Group Leader Planning

– Service Line Leader

– Technical Director

– Senior Planner 

– Planner

Planning Consultant Single 
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– Senior Consultant
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Environment Resources and 

Development Court

– Commissioner of the 

Environment Resources and 

Development Court



Ecologist

– Flora and Fauna Assessment

Supporting Disciplines
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Archaeologist

– Cultural Assessment

– Heritage Assessment

Environmental Scientist

– Environmental Impact 

Assessment

Design Engineer

– Panel / BESS Layout

– Cross Sections

Traffic Engineer

– Traffic Impact Assessment

Stormwater Engineer

– Stormwater Management Plan

– Detention Calculations

– Flow Paths

Architect

– Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment

Landscape Architect

– Landscaping Plan

Social Scientist

– Social Impact Assessment



Approval Pathways

– Code Assessed

– Crown Development

– Environmental Impact Statement

Other Considerations
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Government Sponsorship

– Engagement with Regulators 

at an early stage

Fees

– $300,000+

Land Tenure

– Can be multiple land owners

– May be options to lease or 

purchase

Easements

– Can include rights of way land 

access or encumbrances

Mining Exploration Licences

– Can include extraction or only 

exploration

Community Perception

– Engage with community

– Engage with council 

Network Planning

– Is there capacity on the network?

Grid Connection

– GPS and regulator agreement

Vegetation Removal

– Offsets may be required

– Flora and fauna may be 

federally protected



South Australian 
Government Strategy

Hydrogen?
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South Australia’s Hydrogen Action Plan



South Australia Hydrogen 
export prospectus
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Callum Little

Senior Planner
Level 4, 211 Victoria Square Adelaide SA 5000 Australia
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